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Task 1
I. READING

Read the text. For questions 1-6, choose the answer (A, B or C) which you think fits best according to the text.

DICING WITH DEATH AND LIVING WITH STATISTICS


Every day is fraught with danger. You wake in the morning, rush to the window and take a deep breath. Don't! Hasn't anyone told you about the air being polluted with lead from petrol? Next you go to the bathroom. After touching the lavatory handle, your innocent-looking hands, are covered in bacteria, which even a good wash won't entirely remove. You sigh, and get dressed. Good heavens! Didn't you realize that all that nylon won't let your skin breathe?
With a rash beginning to appear on your skin, you make your way to the kitchen for breakfast. Eating must be good for you – mustn't it? Of course, it is provided you don't have tea or coffee, which are bad for your heart, or a good old-fashioned English fry-up, which will fill your stomach with cholesterol-building fat. Depressed – not to mention hungry – you go to clean your teeth. Put down that nylon toothbrush at once! It will ruin your gums. Do you have the courage to weigh yourself? Honors! You're at least half a stone overweight, which is sure to help send you to an early grave. 
Hesitating, you make your way to the car, knowing that (according to statistics) there's a good chance that either you or one of your nearest and dearest will be involved in an accident sometime during your life. After a heart-thumping journey, you reach work. Filled with relief you get into the lift. Get out at once and race up those stairs, unless you want a heart attack tomorrow. Panting, you reach the office, where you collapse into a chair. The cleaner has just left, leaving an aerosol's delightful aroma floating in the air. You inhale deeply, enjoying the sweet fragrance. Danger! Breathing in the substance will ruin your lungs. 
In comes your colleague Ms. Brown, all ready for a busy day blonde hair and make-up in place. Do you think she's heard about the cancer scare concerning hair dyes and eye-liners? At last lunch-time comes. You join your mates in the local for a sandwich. White bread, eh? A low-fibre diet is no good at all. 
You spend the afternoon fighting a battle with high blood pressure and chronic indigestion (or is it your heart at last?) and give a sigh of relief as 5.30 arrives. What a jam on the by-pass tonight. It gets your fingers tapping on the steering wheel, doesn't it? You look in the driving mirror and see a large vein throbbing up and down on your forehead. It throbs even faster as you suddenly remember that article you were reading about strokes. 
Are we really that much happier in our modern technological world with all its new-found knowledge than our ancestors who knew nothing of these things? Is it any surprise that there were no analysts or psychiatrists in any century before ours? I'm sure they didn't need any.
(By Ruth Jemmett, Sunday Times)


	1). What is the risk of going to the bathroom, according to the first paragraph?

	A. Getting a contagious disease. 

	B. Choosing a bad wash for hands.

	C. Making your hands look innocent.

	    2). What is dangerous about the clothes we wear, according to the author?

	A. The synthetic cloth, they are made of, may cause a skin disease.

	B. They make you sigh hard.

	C. You can't breathe well wearing them.

	

	3). What is the consequence of being overweight, according to the author?

	A. Dying at an early age. 

	B. You have to be courageous to weigh yourself.

	C. Cholesterol-building fat in the food you eat.

	

	4.) What is the risk of driving a car, according to the author?

	A. Getting stuck in a traffic-jam on the by-pass.

	B. Getting into an accident.

	C. It makes your heart thump on the way.

	

	5)What air contaminators are NOT mentioned in the text?

	A. Household chemical goods.

	B. Car exhausts.

	C. Industrial  wastes. 

	

	6 )What is the downside to the technological progress, according to the author?

	A. There appear new professions, which we don't need, like analysts or psychiatrists.

	B. The dangers of people's daily life cause psychological problems. 

	C. Modern statistics gives us new-found knowledge, that our ancestors didn't have.

	Task 2

Read the text and mark statements 7‐13 below as T (true) ,  F (false) or N/S( not stated). 
On 2 November 1982, the British public turned on their television sets for the arrival of the nation’s fourth TV station, called Channel 4. They were greeted by the smiling face of local TV news presenter Richard Whitley , who welcomed them with the words: ‘As the count  down to a new channelends , a brand new countdown begins. ’And with this sentence, the words and numbers game show ‘Countdown’  was launched.

The rules of this new game show were as follows: two contestants faced each other over several rounds of games with letters and with numbers. Finally, there was the Conundrum round ,where contestants had to workout the nine‐letter anagram. At the end of the show, the contestant with the highest score won and was invited back the next day to face a new challenger.

However, despite the simplicity of the rules, those who watched the early editions of the 30‐minute show, which was on five days a week, could hardly have imagined that it would last any longer than the original seven weeks that had been planned for it. The first contestants and guests were not exactly the most exciting people on television.

But luckily for ‘Countdown’, there were enough old people, university students and other people with nothing much to do each afternoon to keep the show alive. When the show began, Carol V order man won over fans with her amazing mathematical abilities.’ Countdown’ made a celebrity out of Carol, and these days she’s a familiar face on British TV. Despite her fame, Carol still loyally turned upon ‘Countdown’ each day to turn over the letters and show the contestants how to solve the numbers game until she retired in 2008.

Yes, that is correct–nearly 30 years since it began, ‘Countdown’ continues to keep its audience’s brains working every afternoon. In fact, on 3 January 2006, it celebrated its 4,000th show. Other signs of its success include the increase in the length of each programme to 45 minutes, the addition of a show on Saturdays and the number of British celebrities who have made an appearance.

7. ‘Countdown’ was the first programme ever shown on Channel  4.
8.  Richard Whitley was among the authors of the new game.


……………
9. Every day two new contestants compete to become ‘Countdown’ champion.
…………..
10. Originally only 35 programmes of ‘Countdown’ were planned.


……………
11. The early shows were popular with working people.




……………
12. These days ‘Countdown’ is on for four and a half hours every week.

……………
13. More and more famous people like turning upon the programme.


……………
II. USE OF ENGLISH
1. Phrasal Verbs
Match each phrasal verb on the left with a suitable word combination on the right to make up a phrase.


	


	А

В

14. set off

 a) and hurt yourself

15. fall over

 b) for a few minutes

16. break in 

 c) and go home

17. make up for 

d) and steal something

18. give up 

 e) on a long journey

19. hold on 

 f) lost time



	Task 4

	 Choose the correct answer.

20. That's such a nice piece of furniture. I wish it ______ fit in my apartment.

	a) could       b) was able      c) might   d)should

	

	21. You _____________ told me! I wouldn't have written to her if I'd known!

	a) must’ve     b) should’ve      c) would’ve   d)would

	22. I heard the police __________ dozens of people before they made an arrest.

	a) were interviewing    b) had been interviewing   c) had interviewed   d)interviewed

	23. You don't have to apply for a student visa _____ you're from outside the EU.

	a) if      b) if not     c) unless   d)   unless not

	    24. A: What's your new boss ____? B: He seems OK.
     a) look like      b) seem like     c) like    d)alike

	

	

	25. Although well off the _________ track, the Hotel is nevertheless very easy to get to.

	a) beaten     b) beating    c) far   d)near

	

	26. There was a problem with the cooker, but I _______ it now.

	a) fixed  b) have fixed   c) have been fixing   d) had fixed

	

	27. I don't know if I can do it but I'll ________ a go.

	a) make      b) give      c) have  d) do

	Task 5
Read the text and complete the gaps with the correct form of the base words.

A Pachyderm Picasso.

A collection of abstract painting, the (28) … of a Canadian zoo elephant are to be auctioned next month. Kamala, a 19-year-old Indian elephant, holds a brush with her trunk and paints pictures which have amazed art experts. The elephant learned to paint as part of the zoo`s behavioral (29)… programme, under which animals are given various (30)… to stimulate their intelligence. “We sort of monkeyed around with all our elephants but Kamala was the only one that had the (31)… and interest to keep painting “, said Dave Percival, her  keeper. « As soon   as we set up the easel and get the paints out, her ears start flapping because she gets really (32)…about it. She`s got real (33)…talent. Currently, she` s one of the zoo`s most popular (34)… If she were human, she could make a living out of it.” Six of Kamala`s best paintings are expected to fetch thousands of dollars at next month`s public auction.

(28) CREATE                                          (32) ENTHUSE

(29) RICH                                               (33) ART

(30) ACTIVE                                            (34) ATTRACT

(31)  DEXTROUS




	

	

	III. COUNTRY STUDY

	

	

	Task 6



Match the British holidays with the ways they are celebrated:
	
А
В
35.New Year's Eve 

. A. School events and lessons about the presidents of the United States.

36.Easter 

 B. Ball drop at a large city square.

37.Presidents' Day 

C. The beginning of the Christmas shopping season.

38.Good Friday

 D. Giving children baskets of candy.

39.Black Friday

E. Afternoon liturgical service.



	Choose the best item A, B, C or D.
40. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle was started by

	A) King Alfred the Great Э

	B) Bedethe Venerablе

	C) King Arthur

	D) William the Conqueror

	

	41. The basic unit of Celtic life was

	A) a clan 

	B) a family

	C) a community

	D) a household

	

	42. Richard I was called ‘the Lion heart’ because

	A) he fought with lions

	B) he was supposed to be very brave

	C) he was very kind

	D) he was a successful ruler

	

	43. The Great Charter of Liberties is

	A) the Magna Carta

	B) the Doomsday Book

	C) the Order of the Garter

	D) the Canterbury Tales

	

	44. G. Chaucer was called

	A) the Father of the English language

	B) the Father of Middle English

	C) the Father of novels

	45.. King Henry VIII executed _____ wife (ves)
A) 2      B) 3     C) 1     D) 4


